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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 On 17th April 2025, ONS released estimates of GVA in 2023 using the balanced 

approach. On 17th June 2025, ONS followed this with estimates of GVA per head. 
 

1.2 This approach balances the income and production approaches to measuring GVA. 
 

1.3 Total GVA, GVA per head and GVA by industry figures are available, based on current 
prices, for the period 1998 to 2023. 

 
1.4 These figures are available at International Territory Levels (ITL) 1, 2 and 3. Kingston 

upon Hull represents its own ITL3 area. 
 
2. Key Figures 

 
2.1 In 2023, total GVA in Hull is estimated at £7,403 million (at current prices). 

 
2.2 This is an increase of £690 million compared to the previous year; equivalent to an 

increase of 10.3%. 
 

2.3 This is a higher percentage increase than both regionally (8.7%) and nationally (9.1%).  
 

2.4 With the exception of the 17.4% growth in GVA between 2020 and 2021, which was 
mostly post COVID recovery; this is the largest percentage increase in GVA in 
approximately 15 years. 
 

2.5 GVA per head of population in Hull is now estimated at £27,222, which remains below 
both the regional figure of £29,285 and the national figure of £36,632. 

 
2.6 However GVA per head of population in Hull has increased £2,236 (8.9%) compared 

to the previous year, higher than growth both regionally (7.6%) and nationally (8.1%), 
and is now at the highest level recorded. 

 
2.7 Hull’s largest sector is manufacturing, which is currently valued at £1,819 million (or 

24.6% of the economy). 
 

2.8 Other significant sectors include human health and social work (£882 million; 11.9% of 
the economy), wholesale and retail trade (812 million; 11.0% of the economy), real 
estate activities (£633 million; 8.6% of the economy), and education (£610 million, 
8.2% of the economy). 

 
2.9 Hull’s economy is significantly more manufacturing based (24.6%) than both regionally 

(13.2%) and nationally (8.9%). 
 

2.10 Conversely, Hull’s economy is underrepresented by the financial and insurance, 
professional, scientific and technical, and the real estate sectors. 

ONS 2023 GVA Estimates 
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3. Total GVA 
 
Chart 1: Total GVA (£ mill) 1998 – 2023 

3.1 Following an 8.3% decrease in total GVA between 2009 and 2011, linked to the last 
recession, GVA in Hull was slowly increasing: averaging 2.3% annual growth over the 
period 2012 to 2019.   
 

3.2 In 2019, total GVA in Hull was estimated to be worth £6,044 million. 
 

3.3 Then, in 2020, total GVA in Hull fell by £621 million (-10.3%), to £5,423 million, as a 
direct result of the COVID pandemic. 

 
3.4 In the year following COVID, total GVA in Hull increased by 17.4%; to a level £323 

million or 5.3% higher than pre COVID levels. 
 
3.5 Over the last two years, total GVA has increased again by £1,036 million (16.3%) to 

£7,403 million; the highest GVA figure on recent record. 
 
3.6 Specifically, growth over the last year has been 10.3%; compared to 8.7% regionally 

and 9.1% nationally.   
 

3.7 For a “normal” year this is the highest percentage growth in GVA since 2008. 
 

3.8 All 141 ITL3 areas in England have experienced economic growth over the last year; 
at an average annual growth rate across ITL3 areas of 8.9%. 

 
3.9 Growth in Hull was ranked 45th highest of the 141 ITL areas. 

 
3.10 Hull currently represents: 

 

• 44.1% of the Hull and East Riding economy (compared to 43.8% last year) 

• 27.8% of the Humber economy (compared to 26.8% last year) 

• 4.5% of the regional economy (compared to 4.5% last year) 

• 0.4% of the national economy (compared to 0.3% last year) 
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3.11 Since its peak in 2009, Hull has fallen from representing 32.5% of the Humber 
economy to 27.8%. Over the same period North and North East Lincolnshire has risen 
slightly from 35.8% to 36.9%, whilst the East Riding has risen more significantly from 
31.7% to 35.2%. 
 

Chart 2: Annual Growth Rate in GVA (%) 

3.12 Chart 2 shows that, historically, Hull has been hit much harder than the region and the 
country by recession / economic instability, most notably during the 2010 / 2011 
recession. 
 

3.13 However, in 2020 (during COVID), whilst the impact on Hull was still greater than 
regionally and nationally, it was much less significant, and post COVID growth and 
recovery in Hull has been quick, and broadly in line with regional and national figures. 
 

4. GVA per Head 
 
Chart 3: GVA per Head (£) 1998 – 2023 
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4.1 GVA per head of population is now estimated at £27,222. 
 

4.2 This is below both the regional figure of £29,285 and the national figure of £36,632. 
 
4.3 However GVA per head of population in Hull has increased £2,236 (8.9%) compared 

to the previous year, higher than growth both regionally (7.6%) and nationally (8.1%), 
and is now at the highest level recorded. 

 
4.4 Chart 3 shows that the difference between GVA per head in Hull and nationally has 

been slowly widening since around 2009; growing from a gap of just £1,556 per head 
in 2009 to a gap of £9,410 per head in 2023. 

 
Table 1: GVA per Head in Yorkshire and Humber, 2023 (£) 

 

Leeds 44,072 

York 41,162 

North Yorkshire CC 31,778 

Sheffield 30,171 

North and North East Lincolnshire 29,930 

Wakefield 28,332 

Kingston upon Hull, City of 27,222 

East Riding of Yorkshire 26,777 

Calderdale and Kirklees 23,155 

Doncaster 22,889 

Bradford 20,966 

Rotherham 20,671 

Barnsley 20,335 

 
4.5 In the Yorkshire and Humber region, Hull has the 7th highest GVA per head of all 13 

ITL3 areas. This is the same position it held the previous year. 
 
Table 2: GVA per Head in Comparator Authorities, 2023 (£) 
 

Greater Manchester South West 44,196 

Liverpool 36,588 

Derby 34,623 

Tyneside 29,208 

Sunderland 28,327 

Kingston upon Hull, City of 27,222 

East Merseyside 27,149 

Stoke-on-Trent 26,677 

Blackburn with Darwen 26,415 

Greater Manchester South East 25,086 

Wolverhampton 23,641 

Greater Manchester North West 22,089 

Sandwell 21,022 

Greater Manchester North East 20,632 

South Teesside 20,564 
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4.6 Compared to ITL3 areas containing our comparator local authorities, Hull has the 6th 
highest GVA per head. 
 

4.7 This is an increase from 7th highest in 2022; the result of GVA per head in East 
Merseyside falling below Hull over the last year. 
 

5. GVA By Industry 
 
Chart 4: Total GVA in Hull by Industry (£ mill), 2023 
 

5.1 Hull’s largest sector is manufacturing, which is currently valued at £1,819 million (or 
24.6% of the economy). 
 

5.2 Other significant sectors include human health and social work (£882 million; 11.9% of 
the economy), wholesale and retail trade (£812 million; 11.0% of the economy), real 
estate activities (£633 million; 8.6% of the economy), and education (£610 million, 
8.2% of the economy). 

 
5.3 Compared to both regionally and nationally (see overleaf), Hull’s economy is 

significantly more manufacturing based. 24.6% of total GVA in Hull is generated by the 
manufacturing sector compared to just 13.2% regionally and 8.9% nationally. 

 
5.4 Conversely, Hull’s economy is underrepresented by the financial and insurance, 

professional, scientific and technical, and the real estate sectors.  
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Chart 5: % of Total GVA by Industry 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus on Manufacturing 
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Chart 6: Total GVA in Hull from Manufacturing (£ mill), 2023 

5.5 Hull’s largest area of manufacturing is the manufacture of petroleum, chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals and rubber / plastics, which is currently valued at £820 million.  
 

5.6 This represents 45.1% of the manufacturing sector in Hull, and 11.1% of the entire Hull 
economy; meaning that this sub section of manufacturing forms a similar proportion of 
the local economy to human health and social work (£882 million; 11.9% of the 
economy) and wholesale and retail trade (£812 million; 11.0% of the economy), 

 

5.7 The manufacture of petroleum, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and rubber / plastics 
represents just 3.3% of the regional economy and just 2.0% of the national economy; 
further highlighting the particular significance of this area of manufacturing to Hull. 

 

6. Short Term (1 Year) Change 
 
Table 3: Change in Total GVA, 2022 - 2023 
 

Leeds +10.5% 

York +10.5% 

North Yorkshire +10.5% 

Kingston upon Hull, City of +10.3% 

Sheffield +10.0% 

Wakefield +9.6% 

East Riding of Yorkshire +8.7% 

Calderdale and Kirklees +8.4% 

Barnsley +7.8% 

Doncaster +7.1% 

Bradford +5.5% 

Rotherham +5.2% 

North and North East Lincolnshire +1.6% 

 
6.1 Over the last year the economy in Hull has grown by 10.3% 

 
6.2 In the Yorkshire and Humber region, average growth over the last year was 8.1%. 

 
6.3 Hull had the 4th highest growth of 13 areas in the Yorkshire and Humber region, and 

growth in Hull was above average for these areas. 
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6.4 Across ITL3 areas containing our comparator local authorities, average growth over 

the last year was 9.5%.  
 

6.5 Hull had the 6th highest growth of 15 areas and growth in Hull was above average for 
these areas. 
 

Chart 7: Change in Total GVA in Hull by Industry (£ mill), 2022 - 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.6 Between 2022 and 2023, 16 of the 18 key industrial sectors in Hull experienced growth. 
 

6.7 In monetary terms, Hull’s economic growth centred on the manufacturing sector 
(+£153 million); followed by the administrative and support service activities (+£100 
million), education (+£94 million), wholesale and retail trade (+£88 million), and human 
health and social work (+£80 million) sectors. 

 

6.8 The only sector which shrank over this period was the information and communications 
sector (-£12 million). 
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Chart 8: % Change in Total GVA by Industry, 2022 – 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: This chart excludes the agriculture, forestry, fishing, and mining sector, where 
low total GVA figures result in exaggerated percentage increases. 
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6.9 The largest percentage increase in Hull over this period occurred in administrative and 

support service activities (+35.0%), financial and insurance services (+22.5%), and the 
education sector (+18.2%). 
 

6.10 Growth in Hull in the last year was greater than both regionally and nationally in all 
three of these sectors, plus in accommodation and food service activities (+14.3%), 
wholesale and retail trade (+12.2%) and the transport and storage sector (+9.6%). 
 

6.11 Growth in Hull in the last year was greater than regionally and broadly in line with 
nationally in the human health and social work (+10.0%) and manufacturing (+9.2%) 
sectors. 

 
6.12 The shrinkage in the information and communications sector in Hull occurred despite 

growth in this sector both regionally and nationally. 
 
Focus on Manufacturing 
 
Chart 9: Change in Total GVA by Manufacturing Industry (£ mill), 2022 – 2023 
 

 
6.13 Almost two thirds of of growth in Hull’s manufacturing sector was the result of increases 

in the manufacture of petroleum, chemicals, pharmaceuticals and rubber / plastics 
(+£53 mil, +6.9%) and the manufacture of machinery and transport equipment (+£45 
mil, +22.7%). 
 

6.14 Growth in Hull in the manufacture of petroleum, chemicals, pharmaceuticals and 
rubber / plastics (+6.9%).was higher than growth in this sector and nationally (+6.2%), 
and occurred despite a shrink in this sector regionally (-9.0%). 

 
6.15 Growth in Hull in the manufacture of machinery and transport equipment +22.7%) was 

higher than growth in this sector both regionally (+18.5%) and nationally (+17.5%). 
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6.16 Growth in Hull was also higher than both regionally and nationally in the manufacture 
of textiles, the manufacture of electronic and optical / electrical products, the 
manufacture of wood, paper products and printing, and other manufacturing, repair 
and installation. 

 
7. Long Term (10 Year) Change 
 
Table 4: Change in Total GVA, 2013 - 2023 
 

East Riding of Yorkshire +69.7% 

Doncaster +69.6% 

Wakefield +67.8% 

Leeds +62.6% 

Calderdale and Kirklees +58.5% 

North Yorkshire +58.3% 

North and North East Lincolnshire +58.0% 

Barnsley +57.5% 

York +57.5% 

Sheffield +48.0% 

Kingston upon Hull, City of +45.4% 

Rotherham +40.9% 

Bradford +40.0% 

 
7.1 Over the last ten years the economy in Hull has grown by 45.4% 

 
7.2 In the Yorkshire and Humber region, average growth over the last ten years was 

56.4%. 
 

7.3 Hull had one of the lowest growth rates of all 15 areas (higher only than Rotherham 
and Bradford), and growth in Hull was below average for these areas. 
 

 
7.4 Across ITL3 areas containing our comparator local authorities, average growth over 

the last ten years was 50.5%.  

Greater Manchester South West +69.0% 

Blackburn with Darwen +64.6% 

Liverpool +64.2% 

Greater Manchester North West +56.4% 

Greater Manchester South East +53.7% 

Stoke-on-Trent +50.9% 

Greater Manchester North East +50.7% 

Tyneside +50.7% 

Wolverhampton +49.9% 

Kingston upon Hull, City of +45.4% 

Sandwell +45.4% 

East Merseyside +45.3% 

South Teesside +44.5% 

Derby +35.7% 

Sunderland +31.0% 
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7.5 Hull had the 10th highest growth of 15 areas areas, and growth in Hull was below 
average for these areas. 

 
Chart 10: Change in Total GVA in Hull by Industry (£ mill), 2013 – 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.6 In monetary terms, Hull’s economic growth over the last 10 years has centred on the 

manufacturing (+£401 million), wholesale and retail trade (+£347 million), human 
health and social work (+£303 million), and education (+£265 million) sectors. 
 

7.7 All sectors have seen growth in GVA with the exception of the electricity, gas, water, 
sewerage and waste (-£43 million) sector. 

 
7.8 As per Chart 11 (overleaf), the largest percentage increases in Hull over this period 

occurred in financial and insurance services (+122.9%), and accommodation and food 
service activities (+18.2%). 
 

7.9 Growth in Hull over the last ten years was greater than both regionally and nationally 
in both of these sectors, plus in the education (+76.8%) and wholesale and retail trade 
(+74.6%) sectors. 
 

7.10 Growth in Hull in construction sector (+78.5%) whilst higher than nationally, was below 
regional growth. 

 
7.11 The shrinkage in the electricity, gas, water, sewerage and waste) sector in Hull 

occurred despite growth in this sector both regionally and nationally. 
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Chart 11: % Change in Total GVA by Industry, 2013 – 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: This chart excludes the agriculture, forestry, fishing, and mining sector, where 
low total GVA figures result in exaggerated percentage increases. 
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Focus on Manufacturing 
 
Chart 12: Change in Total GVA by Manufacturing Industry (£ mill), 2012 – 2022 
 

 
7.12 Growth in Hull’s manufacturing sector over the last 10 years has largely been the result 

of increases in the manufacture of basic and fabricated metal products (+£165 mill, 
+214.3%), the manufacture of food, beverages and tobacco (+£85 mill, +52.5%), and 
the manufacture of machinery and transport equipment (+£83 mill, +51.9%),. 
 

7.13 Growth in Hull in the manufacture of basic and fabricated metal products 
(+214.3%).was significantly higher than growth in this sector both regionally (+28.7%) 
and nationally (+28.3%). 

 
7.14 Growth in Hull in the manufacture of food, beverages and tobacco (+52.5%).was higher 

than growth in this sector both regionally (+35.1%) and nationally (+35.6%). 
 

7.15 Growth in Hull in the manufacture of machinery and transport equipment (+51.9%).was 
higher than growth in this sector both regionally (+32.2%) and nationally (+36.8%). 

 
7.16 Growth in Hull over the last 10 years in the manufacture of electronic, optical and 

electronic products (+200.0%), and the manufacture of wood and paper products and 
printing (+56.1%) have all also been higher than regionally and nationally. 

 
7.17 Decreases in the manufacture of textiles, wearing apparel and leather (-52.4%) and 

other manufacturing, repair and installation (-30.2%) have occurred despite growth in 
these sectors both regionally and nationally. 

 
 

 
Contact Officers: Richard Morfitt 
Telephone No: 61 (3465) 
Officer Interests: None  
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